
P
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t d
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New paper 
NP Application

Key in 
information

T
M

 e
-F

ili
ng

NP minimum 
elements

New electronic NP 
Application

NOK

NP formal 
examination 1 NOK

OK

NP patentibilitiy 
check

NOK

OK

re
ce
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g 
de

pa
rt

m
en

t

R
ec

ei
vi
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 o

ffi
ce

Wait unitl 
NP is 

published

NP REGISTRATION

Check if 
published

C
or

re
sp

on
de

nc
e 

sy
st

em

e-filling without 
signature?

NP check 
signature 
(e-filling)

NOK

3 to 18 
months 

after 
application 

date 
from 

date of 
first 

priortiy

NP Perform 
publication

Set Deadline = 
last day of 

current month

NP registration 2

Set Deadline = 7 
days from filing 

date

Send 
Certificate of 
receipt (100)

100

Set Deadline = 
current date

e-filling?

YES

NO

OK OK

NP formal 
examination 2

NOK



Check if the 
grant of 

protection was 
issued

Check if EPO 
transformation 

conditions 
are fulfilled

NOT fulfilled

Send Decision 
(333)

Waiting for 
delivery

Update NP 
status to 
Rejected

C
or

re
sp

on
de

nc
e 

sy
st

em
P

at
en

t  
de

pa
rt

m
en

t

EP transformation 
conditions 

NOT fulfilled

Fulfilled

Grant of protection
issued

No grant of 
protection issued

333

EP TRANSFORMATION
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em

P
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en
t  

de
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rt
m

en
t

Send invitation 
to complete 
application 

(50)

     Send Notification               
that the application is 

deemed to be 
withdrawn (200)

200 

50 

Check NP 
minimum elements

NOK

Set application 
date

Create  Filing fee

Update NP 
status to 

Deemed to be 
withdrawn NOK

Waiting for 
reply

NOK

OK
Update NP 
status to 

Application

OK
Check if the 

answer 
corresponds

Answer 
on time

Answer not 
on time

Set Deadline = 7 
days from current 

date

NP MINIMUM ELEMENTS

OK

Set Deadline =   
current date

Set Deadline = 7 
days from current 

date

Set Deadline = 
current date

Set Deadline = 
current date

Set Deadline =  
current date



C
or

re
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on
de

nc
e 

sy
st

em

P
at

en
t  

de
pa

rt
m

en
t

Send invitation 
to complete 
application 

(51)

     Send  decission             
that the application is 

rejected (211)

211

51

Update TM 
status to 
Rejected

NOK

Waiting for 
reply 1M

NOK

OK
Check if the 

answer 
corresponds

Answer 
on time

Answer not 
on time

Set Deadline 
current date

NP CHECK SIGNATURE

Set Deadline  = 
current date

Set Deadline = 7 
days from current 

date

Set Deadline = 
current date

Waiting for 
delivery

OK

Is signed copiy 
reeceived?

NOK

Set Deadline = 
14 days ffrom 

filling date
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e

P
at

en
t d
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ar

tm
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t

Check if the 
rejection will be 

imposed

101

NOKCheck formal 
requirements

Imposed

Not imposed

Send the Rejection 
(if no power of 
attorney)  (211)

Send the 
notification that 
the application is 

deemed to be 
withdrawn (200)

211 200 

Update NP 
status to 
Rejected

NOK

Update NP 
status to 

Deemed to be 
withdrawn 

NOK

Waiting for 
delivery

Waiting for 
delivery

Waiting for 
reply

NO Answer on time

Send invitation to 
complete application 

and remedy 
deficiencies (101)

Check if the 
answer 

corresponds

OK

NOKRepeat invitation

Set Deadline = 
7 days from 
current date

NP FORMAL EXAMINATION 1

 Check Filing fee 
is paid

OK

 Check Filing fee 
is paid

OK

Set Deadline =  
current date

Set Deadline =  
current date

Set Deadline = 7 
days from current 

date

Answer on time

Set Deadline =  
current date

Set Deadline =  
current date

Set Deadline =  
current date

Set Deadline =  
current date

OK
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107

NOK
Verify if the 

application is 
formally OK

YES

Send the 
notification that 
the application is 

deemed to be 
withdrawn (200)

200 

Update NP 
status to 

Deemed to be 
withdrawn 

NOK

Waiting for 
delivery

Waiting for 
reply

NO Answer on time

Send invitation to 
complete application 

and remedy 
deficiencies (107)

Check if the 
answer 

corresponds

OK

NOKRepeat invitation

Set Deadline = 
7 days from 
current date

NP FORMAL EXAMINATION 2

OK

Set Deadline =  
current date + 

7d

Set Deadline =  
current date 

+7d

Set Deadline = 7 
days from current 

date

Answer on time

Set Deadline =  
current date

NO
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e

P
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t d

ep
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t

Send invitation 
to declare the 

resasons for the 
refusal (109)

Check if full or 
partial refusal 
will be applied 

109 

NOK
Perform 

patentibility 
check

Full

Partial

Send the  
Decision on the 

refusal to 
register a NP 

(407)

     Send 
Decision on the 
partial refusal 

to register a NP 
(408)

407 

408

Waiting for 
delivery

Update NP 
status to 
Refused

Update list of 
patent claims

Waiting for 
delivery

Waiting for 
reply

NOK

Answer not on time

Check if the 
answer 

corresponds

Answer on time

OK

NOK

Request 
more 

information 
from applicant

More information
required

Check if    
Grounds 

for Refusal still 
exist

Yes

No

Rollback to
Grounds for Refusal

Rollback to
Grounds for Refusal

NP PATENTIBILITY CHECK

OK

Rollback

Confirm 
completion of 
patentibility 

check

OK

OK

Rollback

Send 
publication 

announcment 
(201)

Waiting for 
delivery

OK

Set Deadline = 
2 months from 
current date

Set Deadline = 
7 days from 
current date

Set Deadline =  
current date

Set Deadline =  
current date

Set Deadline =  
current date 

+7d

Set Deadline =  
current date + 

7 days
Set Deadline =  

current date  

Set Deadline =  
current date  

Set Deadline = 
7days from 
current date

Set Deadline =  
current date  

Set Deadline =  
current date  

Set Deadline =  
current date + 

7 days  

Set Deadline =  
7 days from 
current date 

Set Deadline =  
current date 

Set Deadline =  
current date 

201

Set Deadline =  
current date 

Set Deadline =  
current date 

Set Deadline =  
current date 



P
at

en
t D

ep
ar

tm
en

t

Prepare patent 
publication 

documentaion and 
check data

NP PERFORM PUBLICATION

OK

Create  
A or A2 

publication
OK

Check 
completnes of 

data for 
publication

Set Deadline =  first  
working day in next month 
(first day in next month not 

saturday or sunday) 
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P
at

en
t d

ep
ar

tm
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t
NP CHECK PRIORITY CLAIMS

NOK

Update priority 
claim status to 
Deemed not to 

be claimed

Send the 
Decision to reject 
the recognition of 
priority (235, 236)

OK

Update 
priority claim 

status to 
Accepted

Send invitation to 
complete application 

and remedy 
deficiencies (102)

Waiting for 
reply

Answer NOT on time

Answer on time

Check if the 
answer 

corresponds

NOK
More information

required

    Verify 
priority type , 
date, number, 

country

102

Set Deadline =  
current date

Set Deadline =  
current date + 

7d

Set Deadline =  
current date

Set Deadline =  
current date + 

7d

Set Deadline =  
current date

Set Deadline =  
current date

OK

Waiting for 
delivery

Set Deadline =  
current date
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P
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ep
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t
R
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ep

ar
tm

en
t

Set Timelimit = 3 
months from the 
delivery date Set 

Deadline = 3 
months + 7 days 
from the delivery 

date

Answer 
on time

Extension of 
period accepted

Send the 
Decision to 
extend the 
time limit

(260)

260

No answer 
on time

Set Timelimit = 
6 months from 

the initial 
delivery date 

Set Deadline = 
6 months + 7 

days from 
initial delivery 

date

     Check if the 
answer was 
received on 

time limit

     Check if the 
answer was 
received on 

time limit

No answer on time

Answer on time

Send 
procedural 

decision (261)

Extension of 
period rejected

261

WAITING FOR REPLY

Waiting for 
delivery

Set Deadline =  
current date

Set Deadline = 
current date



R
ec
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vi

ng
 d

ep
ar

tm
en

t
P

at
en

t d
ep

ar
tm

en
t Set Timelimit = 1 

months from the 
delivery date, 

deadline = 
1M+7d

Answer 
on time

No answer 
on time

     Check if the 
answer was 
received on 

time limit

WAITING FOR REPLY 1M

Waiting for 
delivery



C
or

re
sp

on
de

nc
e

401

P
at

en
t d

ep
ar

tm
en

t

NP REGISTRATION 2

Send Decision 
to grant a NP 

(401)

Waiting for 
delivery

Recalculate 
registration 
date and 

status Event

Set Deadline =  
current date 

+7d



pa
te

nd
 d

ep
ar

tm
en

t
R

ec
ei

vi
ng
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pe

ar
tm

en
t

C
or

re
sp

on
de

nc
e

Check answer 
from post 

office

Delivered

NOT delivered

Check address 
in the official 

register

Set date of 
receipt

Address was 
correct

Address was
NOT correct

Send letter (X) 
to the correct 

address

(X)

Create 
publication in 
SIPO portal

WAITING FOR DELIVERY

Set Deadline = 7 
days from current 

date

Set Deadline = 7 
days from current 

date

Set Deadline = 7 
days from current 

date

Set Deadline =  
current date

Set Deadline = 
15 days from 
current date



Check if the 
request is 

allowed art. 67 
(3), ommited 
act made and 

fee paid

NOK Send Decision 
to dismiss the 
request (288)

OK

Send Decision 
to continue 
proceedings 

(292)

Create  
Request for further 
processing (after 

non-observance of 
a time limit) fee

P
at

en
t d

ep
ar

tm
en

t
C

or
re

sp
on

de
nc

e

288

292

Select 
continuation of 
the procedure

 Formal examination 1

Update NP 
status to 

Application

NP formal 
examination 1

Waiting for 
delivery

REQUEST FOR NP CONTINUATION AFTER A DELAY

Set Deadline =  
current date

Set Deadline =  
current date + 

7d

Set Deadline =  
current date 

Set Deadline =  
current date

Set Deadline =  
current date

Update NP 
status to 

Application

NP formal 
examination 

Formal examination 2



Check if the 
request is 

allowed art. 68 

NOK

Send Decision 
to dismiss the 
request (295)

OK

Send Decision 
to continue 
proceedings 

(295)

Create Request for 
re-establishment of 

rights fee

P
at

en
t d

ep
ar

tm
en

t

OK

C
or

re
sp

on
de

nc
e

295 291
295

Select 
continuation of 
the procedure

Formal 
examination 1

Update NP 
status to 

Application

NP formal 
examination 1

Waiting for 
delivery

REQUEST FOR RETURN TO PREVIOUS STATE NP

Are conditions 
for return OK?

NOK

Send invitation 
(291)

Send decision to 
refuse the request 

(297)

Waiting for 
reply

Answer 
on time

Check if the 
answer 

corresponds
NOK

Waiting for 
delivery

OK

Answer not 
on time

297

Check minimum
elements

NP minimum 
elements

Update NP 
status to Filed

Set Deadline =  
current date

Set Deadline =  
current dat + 

2M

Set Deadline =  
current date + 

7d

Set Deadline =  
current date

Set Deadline =  
current date + 

7d

Set Deadline =  
current date + 

7d

Set Deadline =  
current date + 

7d

Set Deadline =  
current date + 

7d

Set Deadline =  
current date + 

7d

Set Deadline =  
current date

Update NP 
status to 

Application

NP Formal 
examination 2

Formal 
examination 2



Select 
repetition of 

the procedure

Check minimum
elements

NP minimum 
elements

Formal 
examination 1

NP formal 
examination

NP registration
part 2

NP registration 
2

Cancel 
previous 
actions

Substantive 
examination

NP patentibility 
check

P
at

en
t  

de
pa

rt
m

en
t

Update NP 
status to Filed

Update NP 
status to 

Application

Update NP 
status to 

Registered

Update NP 
status to 

Application

REPETITION OF NP REGISTRATION

Update NP 
status to 

Application

Perform publication

NP perform 
publication

Update NP 
status to Filed

NP Check 
SignatureCheck signature

Update NP 
status to 

Application

NP formal 
examination 2Formal Examination 2



Confirm

CancelP
at

en
t d

ep
ar

tm
en

t

Update 
NP status to 
'Withdrawn'

Confirm Active 
Withdrawal of 

SPC

C
or

re
sp

on
de

nc
e

202

Send Decision 
(202)

Finish SPC 
Registration 

workflow

Check formal 
requirements 

for active 
withdrawal

OK

NOK

606

Send invitation 
to supplement 

the request 
(606)

Send Decision to 
reject the 

Withdrawal (611)

611

Waiting for 
reply

Answer not 
on time

Waiting for 
delivery

Check if the 
answer 

corresponds

Answer on time

NOK

Request 
more 

information 
from applicant

More 
information
required

Waiting for 
delivery

WITHDRAWAL OF NP REGISTRATION

OK

Set Deadline =  
current date  

Set Deadline =  
current date  + 

7d

Set Deadline =  
current date

Set Deadline =  
current date 

Set Deadline =  
current date  

Set Deadline =  
current date  + 

7d

Set Deadline =  
current date 



SIGN AND SEND LETTER

Sign and send 
letter

P
at

en
t d

ep
ar

tm
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t

Set Deadline =  
current date + 

7d
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t d
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t

Check new 
incoming letter

Set Deadline =  
current date + 

7d
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m
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t

Check new 
payment 
received

CHECK NEW PAYMENT RECEIVED

Set Deadline =  
current date + 

7d



P
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t d

ep
ar
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t

Update 
NP status to 

Rejected

C
or

re
sp

on
de

nc
e

211

Send Decision 
(211)

Waiting for 
delivery

REQUEST VALID REPRESENTATIVE

Send letter 
(199)

Waiting for 
reply

Answer not 
on time

Check if the 
answer 

corresponds

NOK

Request 
more 

information 
from applicant

More 
information
required

Add 
Represenative 
to the dossier

OK

199

Set Deadline =  
current date 

Set Deadline =  
current date 

Set Deadline =  
current date  + 

7d

Set Deadline =  
current date 

Set Deadline =  
current date 

Set Deadline =  
current date 
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SEND 444

Waiting for 
delivery

Create 
KO-NEPL 

publications
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